Immediate Release

Date: 07 Octobre 2025

TRA welcomes changes to export rules

Tuesday 07 October — the Tyre Recovery Association are delighted to welcome the
announcement of new rules governing the export of waste tyres from the UK. It is a
further step forward in their long campaign to improve waste tyre exports. On
Wednesday 1st of October the Environment Agency issued new guidance that closely
resembles the TRA's five-step action plan, ‘Road to Reform’, released this summer in

response to the EA’s internal review of export rule enforcement — The Environment

Agency’s requlation of waste pneumatic tyres and their export.

The Environment Agency’s official briefing note on enhanced checks issued to

industry introduces these two specific requirements from export operators:-

1) Tracking Information, including the Annex VII form must be provided to us both
prior to, and following the shipment. This must demonstrate that the intended
destination receives the shipment of waste detailed in the Annex VII, and will
need to be supported by other documentation.

2) Information which must demonstrate that the waste tyres will be recovered in
an environmentally sound manner to standards of environmental and human

health protection that are broadly equivalent to those in the UK.

Peter Taylor OBE, Secretary General of the Tyre Recovery Association, said:

“This is an important step forward and will be welcomed by responsible operators
across the country. The TRA have been campaigning for years to end the damage
British waste tyres are doing to the environment and in local communities overseas,

in particular in Indian.

“Only six weeks ago we issued our five-point plan to help the EA turn their rhetoric into

a reality. Last week’s announcement saw those recommendations being put into


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-environment-agencys-regulation-of-waste-pneumatic-tyres-and-their-export
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-environment-agencys-regulation-of-waste-pneumatic-tyres-and-their-export
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practice and some oft repeated rhetoric taking a significant step closer to becoming

reality.

“We will continue to support the Environment Agency with their work on this and look

forward to meeting with them soon in order to do that.”

ENDS

For further information, please contact Giles Bancroft on 07876503182 or

gbancroft@godolphincomms.co.uk.

Notes to Editors

The five-step action plan, ‘Road to Reform’, recommended:-

o

Update Annex VII technology, introduce mandatory geotagged
evidence: Use contemporary technology to enhance the Annex VII
verification process.

Digital Chain of Custody: Implement some simple checks as a pre-cursor
to Digital Waste Tracking, with a verifiable chain of custody for all waste
tyre shipments.

Cross-Referencing, Compliance and Blacklisting: Using their powers
under Article 50 of UK Waste Shipments regulations the EA must outline
the penalties for any party found to have submitted incomplete or fraudulent
paperwork.

Federated Data and Transparency: A simple central digital portal will
provide the EA and its international partners with federated, live data feeds.
This will improve transparency and allow regulators to monitor the
movement of waste tyre shipments more effectively and at a lower cost.
Enforce Site-Specific Rules: Actively enforce the existing policy that a
pyrolysis plant cannot legally accept imported tyres. Enhanced verification
is crucial to prove that tyres arrive at licensed and "environmentally sound
managed" (ESM) recovery facility, rather than being diverted for illegal
pyrolysis.

The Tyre Recovery Association continues to call on the Government to update two
pieces of regulation:

Ending T8 exemptions (announced some years ago, but no action has

followed. Scottish authorities ended T8 exemption in 2018)

Ending exports of whole end-of-life car tyres (ELTs) (as Australia has

demonstrated, a simple and effective means of addressing environmental
concerns and ensuring domestic capability)”

¢ About the Tyre Recovery Association (TRA): The Tyre Recovery Association
(TRA) is the representative body for the UK tyre recovery industry. Its members
account for the majority of used tyres collected and processed in the UK. The
TRA promotes the safe, sustainable and environmentally sound recovery and
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recycling of end-of-life tyres, advocating for responsible industry practices and
robust regulatory frameworks.



